X

: bj:T'Vd”d:ghﬁ- Young & A4 ndy Lenarcic

The Central Intell;gence A ency con-
ducted Five consecutive days gof ‘covert
biological warfare. éxperiments-in the New
York City area in 1956 with the coopemuon
of U S. Army personnel .

L This and other: prmously unknowﬂ i
bmlogzcal tests. were -discovered dunng al Al
four month mveshgatum of CIA dowment.r 4
previously relensed under the Freedom of', gair
Informution Act. The following is the first|
‘part of what researchers for’ Ammcan_

Citizens for_ Honesty in Government, an|
arm -’ af the -.Church”

“of - Sczmtology, '

dzscovered. —Edztor.

For six consecutive days in 1950 al
U.S. Navy ship cruised off the coast of
San 'Francisco, ~“exposing “over 800,000
people in the Bay‘Area to a daily cloud of

their. Palu Alto panents one: of whom
subsequently ‘died.:

*When, “the firse story about.the San:
Franczsco test was exposed a grandson of|
the: Palo: Alto’ fatahty récalled an article
about. the: unusual pneumoma outbreak
Linking-th .edical ﬁndmgs with what
was kniown-about the-test] Edward Nevir!
broughr suxc’agamst"the Army for the’

Amencan cmes hav*been cxted but httle
is known, Accordmg to a list provided a
Senatc subcomm\ttee m »1977 over—a

'dozen .U

“‘harml

bx-ologxcaxl agents -
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droppcd in' a:New York; City subway to!
test the effects of a’covert’ bacterx_ologlcal

ng- ! ' "'a Senate cport

: MKNAOVII-
%1952, a-secret -agreement “was
reached between the CIA and the SOD at|~
Fort Detnck Mdryland .The SOD was to
assist “the. CIA .in secretly developing,
testing, - “and " maintaining’ ‘biological
agents and: delivery :systems. The CIA
code “pamed the c00peratwe effort

"MKNAOMI ”
<" ‘According to a. 1975 report of the

Senate Intelhgence ‘Committee, it is “fair
to concliide: from’ the types of weapons
develope(l for the CXA and from the ex-

Ty T

contemplated G TR

. Thet’ "SOD - also - _ésearched
possnbxhues -of large-scale- covert use of
biological weap«ons." ‘But;..
‘Committee-was able to determine,
capablhty was “never tapped, by Army or

CIA."
L However, CIA documents unraveled

by "American (.mzens -for -Homnesty- in.
Government (ACHG) now pomt to a five-|
day: covert expenmem agamst the, ,New
York Cxty area m 1956, usmg

v

1966 when germ-laden hght bulbs- were"

pecxal Operanons va1smn,

d um:i used by the C!A-Army team Somc

1 the CIA—Army “experiments..

“so far. as the
the’
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prev:ously released CXA file Among thet]
most_heavily’ censored of any released. by
the Agency under- the Freedom of Infor-
v Fthe- ﬁatenal Consists’ almosv:
nnrely of recelpts of-actjvities- and. pur-

1th CIA funds,Acccrrdmg

‘f\

1f?

‘Teceipts are: -marked -‘emergency”. to-ins
“dicate that such goods could not bc: pro-;

““and the petty cash ﬂoat ‘which,
"'hundred dollars had

fund
averaged only'a fe
to be relied upo'

Thus, in. addxtm
shxp of the recelpts ACHG was also faced

with. the prospect t ‘that the file was only-a |
parual reﬂecnon of the cash transactions
and - provxded ‘an. mcompletc plcture of

censors - had sought ‘to deletc
“every" refefence ‘that could ldentxfy the
"Iocauon of the test team. In some cases,
“the names. of firms. that- had printed the|
actual rccenpt form had becn struck out‘
'.by overzealous censors. :
:"»-@-?;‘j-f However, New. York Cxty ‘was xden--
tified as the hub of the 1956 test through
'a $1.50 receipt “for an.- Observatory fee,
‘empire -state” - (sic) for’:“weather data
‘daring the five day test. .
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THE 1953 MERCURY ..
A number of recé\lﬁ’g"%&’ﬁ? Fthb RE‘E&% 12905’3')']”3' MC'“‘ﬂDPﬁB‘ é‘ﬁ

‘marks “BG"or. “BC test” or “OP BC."
However one receipt - clearl rdentxfies was rain..
P Y On February 14 19::6 someonel

| State Building for !'weather data.’,Mean- |
while, : test ofﬁcrals held- a. conferenice |

travels of a 1953 Mercury thh a hlghly
‘unusual exhaust system that was different
‘even to a casual observer—— the tailpipes of | ;.
the car’extended a full foot and a half:""

and was washe( : for ontammanon 2

bey ond theu' normal Iength S Three days Iater xt was washed agam

Work on the exhaust system s func- :
tlon apparently ~took three SOUVDPRO*DFED SUITCASES
months.to complete with' drfferent com-| .. A e .
ponents bemg purchased weeks apart ':-It i
‘must be- assumed that éach par )
ing testéd and’ possxbly ‘Modified: before
the next-was purchased

and sound proofing matenal to build *
ﬂsamplers o .

test: data, weather reports The forecast ;

went to the” observatory of the Emplre:.

presumably to- _dlscuss the. progress beln& =

;the Mercury retumed .

:;vanous suxtcases battenes small ‘motors |

}SRQQMMMMg test,” live animals

begin to appear in the recerpts as the New
York test approaches.” SRt
-~ Whil¢ anima¥ food and eqmpment
were not supposed to be purchased thh
the petty cash- funds two" emergency

items were bought:™: :
% *Animal fresh food" (sxc) was bought
“om: October 11 '.'-‘1955 for $2 89 It does
at was bought or. what _the.
" -animals ~wer Two  weeks later,. four\
“quarts- of ,,'specxal ‘milk,_to., build - up.
-animals for_tests” ‘were’ purchased The
.recelptlsays the }immals were mxce No

An October 28; 1955 Teceipt. notes by However, the battery-driven motors (.-’

e

that ‘an
dlssemmatxo_rr ;study” was purchased for| the CIA-Army. team dxfﬁculty An Tac
$3'57 :The- receipt also notes there was.a| coustical blanket” was purchased “to
secunty reason for [the] purchase “2nd| “diminish noise Jin| specral sampler:!
:Flberglass was'_' ed as a “lining for suit

coustrc trle. and - thick]

e’ Two weeks ]ater, gasohne was pur—
chased for;"5 road tests,’ dxssemmanon
Jtis not shown in the recerpts if a six, voIt
moto¥ purchased for $42.00
plaunum tubmg for a-. gadget :
wused. Both were bought earlier.
S ,After another month andlka hal
‘duals exhaust s'was” bought for
“dlssernmanon study "On the samé day.
January 20,71956, a subscrlptron ‘Was!
taken out-to the New York Timest
gather weather data, etc.’ _
:yFour days later, a dual plpe kit was &
mstalled on the 1953 Mercury for $47. 17.
It is not shown if any of the parts: pur- < "
chased earher were - mstalled then or
earher JER SRR ST -:-'.; - N .
-~ - Only one: ﬁnal alteratxon was made
The tail-pipes were extended anothe
foot and-a half:- s

e OPERATION BIG CITY}

"-Apparently, other preparatlons ‘or"
-Operatxon Blg Clty were made over a year .
in advance. . b ;
' While. earhex recelpts h
_mformatron tham ‘the: New York test
another ‘air. contammatxon test” can ‘be]
i found' in- Octobr-r 1955, three weeks:

‘driver- parked mp‘estabhshed 16t
‘time’s‘a‘at’ an_ ekpense:fof4$13.25:,an
t§6.401; ‘f:tolls Each _tuinpike’ and tusinel| :

as traveled tw:ce

'f, - After the purchase of surtcases, bug
" dusters nasal filterf pads and small six
- -~The -day rafter _the Mercury Teft,"a .volt motors, a hotel room was taken in an
hotel room was taken out, .at.an unldén- umdentrf' ed location on October 7, 1955;
‘tified locatxon for.the duratxon of the tese] “to serve as'a “Central qurts [sic - “Head*
“quarters”] during test.” That same day, a
-“toy dog” was purchased for $1:00. The
“receipt: says. the ‘ toy dog-was bought
because it was. “exposed’” durmg the<“air
contammauon test” and was to be tested
“in a labs,.: : :

_.F.exhaust pipe for:cary (sic)| in the disguised suitcases apparently gave-=.:

S ’ A
a: covert]y dxssemmatmg a hiological agent.
: :Soundproofed “isuitcases that - carried

: the agent were also buile and tested.’

4 test” in-an umdentrﬁed but public locale

.,' -‘Vanother but larger test’in the New Yor‘t

74 .that requzred that it extend a foot and a
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“FITTING THE PIECES R
“Even - wnh fragmemed dzslomted
mcomplete ‘and heavﬂy censored receipts,
the Cl"A-Army testing ¢an be outlined: -
The CIA- Army team expenmemed
ich,7a™ vanety .'ibf _devices - ‘capable of

battery -driven bug dusters to disseminate
:an‘unknown agent were constructed.” Air
4 »saraplers to measure, the dlstnbutmn of

~cAfter a short “air contammatron

‘in ‘October 1955, the team conducted

Clty, area from February 11- 15, 1956. "

e A spec1ally ‘equipped 1958 Mercury
.was used to’ d:ssemmate an - -unknown
‘agent through a umque exhaust ‘system

half -beyond - its normal length. Very
“possibly, the agent was delivered by a bat-
tery powered motor through platinum
tubing into the exhaust while the car was
‘being driven. The car traveled four turn-
"plkes and tunnels round tnp in fi ive days
- Evidence - that’ the:: agem -was,
.-.blologlcal can be found i in the. car ‘being

‘washed to_handle’ the “contamination.”
“Fhree days ‘later, it was washed again.™

HIDDEN _}DISEAS“‘S

o 5 cannot easxly be determ
effects the tests may- have. had on New!
,York Clty area citizens because CIA dele~
‘tions wnll not _permrt sufﬁcmnt scrutmy of
"the records. :,Also, the records are not

fcomplete and do not contam ny'reports )

“on. the testing..

; 15R000400410002-4
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: _'~But,,m01t: difficult,” the CIA was

kept abreast whlch dlseases were com-
ER

-mon m what areas of the world so that

covert use of bxologzcal weapons contain-
ing . these: diseases could easily - goj
undetected,” a Senate report stated. The
CIA. was given the-information by:the
SOD« which "also . cooperatec} - m
MKNAOML St ke
. .When told about the tests “nd asked
to ' comment, an Army “official . told
:FREEDOM. “If it is a CIA file, you will
have to ask-them. We have nothmg to
say * NN
A CIA s],:okf:sman to\d FREEDOM
: that it was agency policy to not comment
on any material released . under the
Freedom of Information Act:< ._;-gf_,;_; .
“":_'_ “The material will just have- to stand
on its own,” he said.- i :
- Brian Anderson, Washington Dlrec-
tor of dmerican Citizens for: Honesty in
Government, called for the files to. be
released with no deletions. -
_ The pubhc has a nght to know who
has been the target of chemical” or
biological testing, and what substances
were used,” said Anderson o S
= Whether it be. Russmn English'
French or -American,” Anderson. con-
tinued,. ; “these” weapons are of such
magnitude that they pose a:_threat-as
great as nuclear warfare. We can’ close
the door to that. thrcat only when people
have all the-facts.” .= .« o TP A

. _,.q.!, Y
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